AIRING  OF  GRIEVANCES

none of these things he was paying very little attention to what I was saying
and turning the conversation off on to every conceivable subject. So every-
thing had to be said about fifteen times, and I never left a point until he had
repeated it to me sufficiently for me to understand that he had more or
less grasped it.

Early in the conversation he produced an Arabic agreement some
twenty years old between the late Fadhli Sultan and the Lower Yafa'i
Sultan. Two of the articles provided that the Lower Yafa'is should give
the water of die Nazi'a canal to the Fadhlis, and that die Fadhlis should pay
^for it twenty-five rupees and two qosras of dates annually, in accordance
with custom, and that Husn Halima (a fort on the hill called Haid Halima)
should be demolished. He said that at first the conditions had been carried
out but Husn Halima had been rebuilt recently by the Lower Yafa'is. Then
he produced a written award of 1929 by the 'Abdali Sultan and said that
although a decision had been given that Husn Halima should again be
demolished nothing had yet been done. He also said that he had recently
been given another award by the 'Abdali Sultan approving his claims for
loots and raids against the Lower Yafa'i Sultan, After he had repeated
himself and aired his grievances to an extent I thought sufficient, I took a
turn in the conversation and said that while all that might be so, I did not
believe that this dispute would be settled until both parties ceased to recite
their grievances and approached the matter afresh with a real will to setde
it and goodwill on both sides.

"They tell me," I said, "that this row has been going on for about
eighty years and no one believes it can be settled. I've more faith in your
and the Lower Yafa'i Sultan's good sense than this and I'm sure that if
you would only try to approach the affair in a spirit of good will we should
get on."

This, of course, was my first acquaintance with an old-standing Arab
dispute and I had not yet grasped that in fact nobody really wanted the
dispute settled. The Sultan naturally loved having someone new to listen
to all the ancient history and to argue with him. I might as well have said
nothing, for just as if I had said nothing at all he was back on Husn Halima.

"f 11 come to Husn Halima all in good time/* I said. "It's like a boil
which will go on swelling up until the poison that caused it lias been
removed. I don't even fhmk of it as the bottom of the trouble, but before
we come to slicing* of it I want to insist on this need for good will/*

We went on saying^good will" and "Husn Halima" at each otter
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